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CITY OF LIBERTY LAKE
Community Engagement Commission Minutes
Sept. 16, 2026 – 6:00 p.m.



CALL TO ORDER:
The meeting of the Community Engagement Commission was called to order by chairman Bill Norman on Aug. 19, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.  

ROLL CALL:
Position 1:  Robin Bekkedahl  Present	Position 7: Leah Stussy  Present
Position 2:  Bill Norman  Present	Position 8:  Vacant
Position 3:  Vacant	Position 9:  Mark Saba  Excused
Position 4:  Vacant  	Communications specialist David Goehner  Present
Position 5:  Ralph Carlberg  Present 	
Position 6:  Vacant  	

APPROVALS:
Chairman Norman recommended that items 6F and 6G be combined into item 6B, and to have this discussed after item 6C.  Commissioner Saba so moved to amend the agenda and Commissioner Bekkedahl seconded and the motion passed.  Commissioner Saba moved to approve the agenda as amended, Commissioner Stussy seconded, and the motion passed.

Commissioner Saba moved and Commissioner Bekkedahl seconded to approve the minutes of the meeting of Aug. 19, 2026, and the motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
There were no public comments.

CITY HALL UPDATES:
Goehner introduced and answered questions about the City Hall Update that had been mailed out earlier in the week.  He also provided an update on the latest proposed revision to the city’s logo, which was shown during the previous night’s City Council meeting.  Questions followed about a color version of the logo, and Goehner said he would provide a color version when it becomes available.

DISCUSSIONS & BUSINESS:
A – Annual Report to City Council:  Chairman Norman offered a summary of his presentation of the CEC’s Annual Report to the City Council from the previous night, including his request for a follow-up on the changes the commission proposed earlier in the year about membership.  Goehner reported that Council member Annie Kurtz requested later in the meeting that the topic be included as a workshop item for the City Council on Oct. 20.  Norman also encouraged CEC members to consider recruiting people they know to apply for the commission.  Commissioner Stussy mentioned that she would not be seeking to reapply after December, due to other responsibilities she has.  

C – Sept. 24 Sidewalk Master Plan town hall – Commissioners Saba and Norman reported on the Zoom meeting they had participated in this afternoon with SCJ Alliance about the upcoming town hall, and shared an overview of the town hall’s schedule and setup.  Questions were asked and answered about providing information to the public about costs and funding options.  

B – CEC purposes and responsibilities – Chairman Norman opened a discussion on how the commission can create opportunities to engage the public.  He said he has made inquiries with Legacy Villas and Country Vista apartments about hosting community forums at their sites; Country Vista hasn’t provided a response, and Legacy Villas requested information on a proposal that could be presented to its corporate owners.  He suggested the CEC would request an opportunity to advertise a session, and that the commission members should come with some anticipated questions.  Commissioner Saba expressed concern that people might turn it into a complaint session.  Commissioner Norman suggested a “neighborly community conversations” format where CEC members would mingle with people and engage in conversations, and sharing with the City Council what has been heard.  Commissioner Carlberg suggested preparing a set of questions, then coming back and sharing responses.  Commissioner Bekkedahl suggested doing a manageable pilot project.  Commissioner Norman said he would meet with Goehner to create a document that would outline a proposal for doing in-person interactions, and then share this with the entire commission.  Regarding the topic of developing a marketing calendar, Commissioner Carlberg said he would send out an initial list he has started to create for this.   

D – Homeless discussion on Facebook – Commissioner Carlberg said he had concerns about discussions he had seen on Facebook regarding homeless activity behind Safeway.  Commissioners responded that this was a police issue and not a CEC matter.  Goehner suggested being aware of the city’s municipal code on this if commissioners needed to address this topic with others.      

E – Proposed Rockwood Retirement Communities – Commissioners briefly discussed the article that recently appeared in the Spokesman-Review about the proposed development.  

H – Other upcoming opportunities:  Commissioners briefly discussed stationing of the city’s table at Farmers Market.  Commissioner Norman reiterated his suggestion to invite others to apply for the commission. 

NEXT MEETING AGENDA ITEMS:
None were suggested. 

ADJOURNMENT:
Commissioner Saba moved and Commissioner Carlberg seconded to adjourn the meeting, and the commissioners voted to close the meeting at 6:50 p.m.  The next regular meeting will be held on Oct. 21, 2026.



image1.png




